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THE STAGGERED SEASON 

N all matters coming under their jurisdiction the Board of Game 
i vicatiahisionats must, of course, adopt a policy that in their 
best judgment is for the interests of the sportsmen of the State 
as a whole, even though knowing full well that there may be 
some groups and some particular localities for whom it will not 
be ideal. And no man of wisdom and vision considers merely the 
effect of any policy on this year’s hunting, our preferences for any 
single season must always be secondary to the question of results 
in the future. 

The Board of Game Commissioners set aside November 1, 2, 6, 
7, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 28, 29 and 30 as days on which 
all species of native small game may be taken. If you carefully 
check up you will note that this is an increase of four days over 
the season allowed last year. These dates also include Election 
Day, Armistice Day, and Thanksgiving Day, two week ends, three 
beginnings of the week, and three middles of the week. These 
seattered dates are so arranged, in the opinion of the Board, as 
to give everyone aS many opportunities as possible to go hunting. 


The rabbit hunters in Pennsylvania have been unusually for- 
tunate for a great many years in that the Game Commission has 
been able to purchase an unrestricted number of rabbits to the full 
amount of money available for this purpose. Today that picture 
has changed. One of the two states furnishing the chief source 
of supply of wild cottontail rabbits of an acceptable species, free 
from rabbit disease, has recently by legislative act restricted the 
exportation of rabbits, and the other through the same authority 
made a very determined attempt to do likewise, but so far has failed. 

The Game Commission is not certain whether it will be able to 
secure the regular supply this year or not, and without the assist- 
ance of imported breeding stock the hunters of Pennsylvania will 
not be able to continue to kill two and one half million rabbits 
each year until a new source of disease-free, acceptable breeding 
stock is found. 

It is hoped that every good sportsman and interested sportsmen’s 
organization within the State will approve this temporary restric- 
ion by the Board of Game Commissioners for this year. 


MORE DATA ON FLOOD CONTROL PLAN 


N an editorial last month reference was made to the flood control 
plan included in the National Recovery Act. Under this plan 
is hoped to establish “reservoirs” in the flood control work and 
at a broad interpretation will be put upon the word “reservoir.” 
‘his, it is believed, will open the way for numerous check dams 
streams and the creation of other water impounding areas, 

| of which should become fine fish and wild waterfowl habitats. 


The plan now is to divide the country into ten or twelve regions 
with a Regional Administrator in charge of each, and that an Ad- 
visory Board of three from each State will be appointed to recom- 
end projects to the Regional Administrator. 

It is understood that final plans will be completed shortly, to- 
sether with an outlina of the kinds of work which will be approved. 

As soon as these matters are decided, further information will 
be forthcoming. 
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VETERAN SCIENTIST TO RETIRE FROM 
BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 


eer Bailey, Scientist of the Bureau of Biological Survey, 
U, S. Department of Agriculture, retired on July 31, after 
46 years service. 

The retirement of Mr. Bailey, so well known in the scientific 
world, here and abroad, will be distinctly felt not only by the 
U. S. Government but by our own Commonwealth. 

Mr. Bailey, chief field naturalist of the bureau, rated in “American 
Men of Science” since 1910 as among the thousand leading scien- 
tific men of the country, has achieved wide recognition for his 
studies of the geographic distribution of mammals, birds and 
plants. Bureau officials consider his work in building up the Sur- 
vey’s collections and files of information especially noteworthy. 
Practically every season since Mr. Bailey’s first service has been 
marked by his field work in some part of the United States, and 
wild-life studies have taken him to every State of the Union and 
to Mexico and Canada. He has conducted biological surveys of 
Texas, New Mexico, North Dakota, and Oregon, and has _ pub- 
lished reports on the mammals of Glacier National Park, and on 
the animal life of the Carlsbad Caverns, and on that of Yellow- 
stone National Park. On the pocket gophers and on the ground 
squirrels of the Mississippi Valley he has prepared special publica- 
tions based on his field work, and has revised the classification 
of rodents in these and other genera. Only recently the bureau 
added to the list of publications written by Mr. Bailey the “Mammals 
of New Mexico,” in its North American Fauna Series. At present, 
as joint author with Dr. Florence Merriam Bailey, his wife, he 
has in press a work on the wild life of the Mammoth Cave region 
of Kentucky. His work on Oregon has not yet been published. 
We of Pennsylvania are indebted to him for his valuable assist- 
ance, many times, in the study of our deer and beaver problems. 

Mr. Bailey has also been widely. recognized for his efforts in be- 
half of the humane treatment of animals, especially because of 
the traps he has invented to capture them alive and unhurt. He 
designed and perfected the Biological Survey Beaver Trap, now 
in wide use in connection with restocking operations, and also the 
Foothold Trap, for both of which he has received prizes awarded 
by the American Humane Association. The Foothold Trap is now 
being developed for use in capturing a variety of mammals and 
birds. 

A native of Michigan, Mr. Bailey was first employed in the 
Department of Agriculture as a special field agent in 1887, when 
he was 24 years old and living in Minnesota. In 1890 he gained 
his present title of Chief Field Naturalist. From 1906 to 1918 he 
was in charge of what is now the Division of Biological Investiga- 
tions of the Survey. 

Mr. Bailey is President of the American Society of Mammalogists 
and a former president of the Biological Society of Washington. 
He is also a Fellow of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science and a member of the American Ornithologists’ 
Union, the American Forestry Association, the Cooper Ornithological 
Club, and other societies interested in wild-life study and con- 
servation, and of the scientific consulting board of Nature Magazine. 

ERNEST E. HARWOOD, Executive Secretary. 
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SERVICE WITH LASTING RESULTS 

This has been suggested as a reflection for 
the Game Protector, as well as all others 
working for the conservation of our forests 
and streams: 


A man’s job counts a lot. You look at a 
banker or an insurance agent or a business 
man, and you think to yourself: “Yes, you 
are all right; you are a good fellow and 
all that; you make a lot more money than 
I do, but you are working for only yourself. 
When you die in ten years there will, be 
nothing left of you except the gravestone 
and some discontented people squabbling 
over your will. Humanity will not be one 
single step ahead because of all your efforts. 
My job is different; my work will last, and 
a hundred years from now people will still 
be enjoying results of my labor; long after 
I am gone the forests that I have guarded 
and cared for will continue to provide good 
hunting and fishing for some, their cool 
shade and clear water, their attractive scen- 
ery will be enjoyed by others, and the lumber 
that comes from them will benefit a still 
greater number.” 





DOGS IN TRAINING MUST camer | 
LICENSE TAG 


The Bureau of Animal Industry has 
again warned sportsmen that all dogs 
in training during the forthcoming 
training season, beginning August 20, 
must bear the 1933 license tag, and 
| anyone owning or harboring a dog 
| that does not carry such individual 
license tag will be subject to prosecu- | 
tion in accordance with the Dog Law 
of 1921. A kennel license does not en- 
title the owner to train his dog. | 

All dogs receiving field training will | 
| be considered six months of age, and 
consequently requiring a license, un- | 
less satisfactory proof to the contrary 
is furnished by the owner. 

Game Protectors and deputies co- 
operate in the enforcement of the Dog 
Law. 
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STOLEN GOODS COLUMN 


The following guns were stolen from 
the home of Harold G. Avery, Monaca, 
Pa., on July 4. Communicate with 
Deputy Game Protector G. W. Lewis 
Smith, 711 Linden St., Monaca, Pa. 

1 New Model 99-R.S. 300 cal. Savage 
with sling. Serial No. 344131 
1 Savage Sporter Model 

Hornet. Serial No. 202341 

1 Field Grade L. C. Smith 12 Gauge, 

28” Barrels. Serial No. 30637 


23-B. 22 











PROSECUTIONS 
During July field officers reported a total 
of 72 prosecutions. The violations were of 
a miscellaneous nature including killing deer, 
pheasants, rabbits and other game in closed 
season, hunting without a license and a num- 
ber of Fish Law violations. 


HUNTERS LICENSES REVOKED 
Upon the recommendation of the Board 
of Game Commissioners the Department of 
Revenue recently revoked 137 hunting li- 
censes practically all for one and two year 
periods. 


At the same time the following licensees 


were reinstated: Orvis Gilette, of Snow 
Shoe; H. H. Jackson, of Harbor Creek; and 
H. E. Siglin, of Thornhurst. 


LECTURERS BUSY 
During July lecturers of the Game Com- 
mission attended 40 meetings reaching ap- 
proximately 9,000 persons. Many Conserva 
tion Camps were visited. 


BEAR DAMAGE 
Four bear damage claims were received 
during July, one each from McKean, Potter, 
Tioga and Sullivan Counties. These animals 
killed 12 sheep and injured a young heifer. 


GROUSE PLENTIFUL 

According to the observation of Forest 
Ranger E. N. Jenckes of Ansonia, indications 
point to a better small game season for the 
coming Fall than the Tioga State Forest 
District has had for a number of years. On 
nearly every forest road flocks of partly 
grown grouse may be seen. 

Jenckes’ observations are borne out by 
State forestry officials in many other sec- 
tions of Penn’s Woods. Rabbits, too, are re- 
ported plentiful—Pa. Forest Service Letter. 


PAY BOUNTIES ON SNAKES 
The L, 8S. L. Sportsmen’s Association of 
Franklin County recently held a festival to 
raise funds to pay bounties on copperhead 
and rattle snakes, and on crows. Five cents 
will be paid for each crow and twenty-five 
cents for each snake. 
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GOOD BEAR HUNTING IN PROSPECT 

A year ago there were many evidences to 
convince sportsmen that bear were becoming 
scarcer in Pennsylvania and had been over 
hunted, Consequently, the Board changed 
the season to give them more protection, an 
the kill last fall was so much smaller than 
usual as not only to justify the Board's 
change of season, but also to alarm bea: 
hunters. 


3ut, fortunately, the prospects this sum 
mer are better than usual, especially in 
Potter and Bedford Counties. Besides the 
destruction of stock in Bedford County re 
ported in another item, Potter County has 
had a number of stock killed by bear within 
the past few weeks. 


DEER KILLED BY FARMERS 
Farmers killed 72 deer in July to pro 
tect their property. The damage reported 
was to buckwheat, oats, garden produce, 
peaches, apples and other farm products 
Most of these deer were retained by the 
farmers for food. 





BROWN BEAR CUBS 

Henry M. Olson, of Oleona, Pa., 
recently observed a black bear with 
three brown cubs, near the head of 
Slate Run on Game Refuge No. 7. 
This territory, which comprises parts 
of Potter, Lycoming and Tioga Coun- 
ties, is the only section of the state, 
of which the Game Commission has 
record, where cinnamon bears (a color 
variation of the black bear) have been 
Records over a period of 
that 5 cinnamon bears 
have been killed in this section, the 
last one only two or three years ago. 


observed. 


years show 





























Three bear 
graphed 
home den by William Estep 
of Antrim. 


cubs photo- 
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H. S. Smith, President, Head 
Camp, United Sportsmen of Penn- 
sylvania, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


UNITED SPORTSMEN HOLD 26TH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 

Delegates from forty camps of United 
Sportsmen of Pennsylvania, from Forest 
City to Shickshinny, represented by 75 dele- 
gates, met on July 18 in the 26th annual 
state convention at Dallas. 

The meeting this year did not include 
sport evens, as on former occasions, due to 
a lack of facilities. The day’s activities 
were purely of a business nature, reviewing 
the activities of the head camp during the 
year, followed by recommendations for the 
future. The event closed with a banquet 
in the evening. 

About 175 persons attended the dinner. 
H. &. Nicholson, President of Wilkes-Barre 
Camp, the host, opened the program and 
turned it over to H, S. Smith, State Presi- 
dent of the organization. 

The convention next year will be held in 
Seranton. The program for the new year 
will inelude visits and assistance to Federal 
reforestation camps, increased activity in 
protection and propagation of fish and game, 
protection of forests and prevention of 
stream pollution. Need of organization was 
stressed by Ernest FE. Harwood, Secretary 
of the Game Commission, who told of co- 
operation given to the Commission by the 
United Sportsmen. 

W. Gard. Conklin, Chief of the Bureau of 
Refuges and Lands, spoke on the refuge 
system. 

Pennsylvania and her conservation pro- 
zram also were closely linked with the 
National conservation program by Seth Gor- 
don, President of the American Game Asso- 
ciation, guest speaker at the banquet. 

Pennsylvania, Mr. Gordon said, has long 
adhered closely to a definite conservation 
policy and has changed only as times and 
‘onditions decreed. The Commonwealth is 
conceded leadership in the protection and 
propagation of fish and game by most of the 
other states, he said. 
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“OLD TIMERS” SHOOT 

The Second “Old Timers” clay target 
match of 100 registered targets over the 
Chester County Rod and Gun Club’s traps, 
at Thorndale, was one of the most represen- 
tative shoots held in Eastern Pennsylvania 
in many years. The sky line is so perfect 
that it aided five outstanding marksmen to 
go through the events without a miss, each 
breaking 100 straight, a mavelous feat sel- 
dom achieved. The marksmen who received 
recognition were Messrs. S. M. Crothers, 
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia: M. W. Mce- 
Brayne, West Chester; H. P. Messler, Tren- 
ton, N. J.; J. B. Grier, Rockland, Delaware; 
and Lewis R. Slocum, Trenton, N. J. 

The celebration, commemorating the 81st 
birthday of James G. Pugh, President of 
the club that held the shoot, and many other 
old time clay busters, attracted a big crowd 
of spectators. Mr. Pugh shot at 50 targets, 
dropping but three of them, while Daniel 
Malvern, known to all State 
shooters as “Tucker,” broke 42 out of his 
50 targets. 

Some very useful prizes, donated by 
Chester County business men, were awarded 
to the marksmen. The ladies of the club 
served lunch. Norman Wright, Wilmington, 
Delaware: H. M. Zook, Pottstown: and W. 
BE. Lockwood, Exton, conducted the shoot. 


Register, 


The scores follow: 


SS. Crothers: .:..<. 2-26.25 25 100 
M. W. McBrayne .... 25 25 25 25 100 
Ries Mee SOROCUED: i. s 20: ae ae 25> 100 
a oo a 25. 25 2 25 100 
me. P. Wieeeier cd. 25 25 25 25. 100 
ES SR 4 23... 22 26 22 DG 
BO: MM. Rhokds 2s... 23: 22 = Sz 89 
oye. AMGTOWS: .....-. 23 24°25. (23 93 
Cl, ty BOWOPS: ces 20 on 2a 2S 91 
ve Oo Pearaon: 5 6... 19 23 21 2 8 
ec Wee MO sow wees 23 24 SA 21 92 
Bis Wi WEEE es oS. es oe Bee Ben 90 
T. W. Richards 19 23: 2B: 20 82 
5.76. BEORN 6s cs oe 25: 24.25. 25 98 
Alfred Chalmers 22 B@. ae BD 96 
C,H: Diettich ...... a2: 22S 24° «Oh 
a: OS -MeComsey ..... SE 42°-5 17 - 66 
|e a 24: 2. 2G 24 CB 
Alice Crothers ...... 25 25... 34:- 23 95 
i ON cscs ss ae 23. 24.22.24 965 
E. §. Richards ..... 25 25 24 24 98 
Ph Ae on ho 0's 24° 2a SE 25. OFT 
Rat ie I 0 ie ae sativa ees ee 47 
ES a a (i. alee ae. «A 
Horace’ Clifton .....  . 24 24 


The shoot took place Saturday, July 22. 
Many of the “old timers” over the State sent 
regrets that they were unable to attend, 
including E. S. Painter, the S84 year old 
Pittsburgh marksman; Allen Heil, Allen- 
town; Dr. A. W. Vernon, Charles Newcombe, 
the latter three all former State champions, 
and Clarence Marshall, Yorklyn, Delaware. 


SPORTSMEN ORGANIZE 


The Game Commission announces the or- 
ganization of another sportsmen’s club in 
Beaver County. The club will be known as 
the Buck Tails of Beaver County and they 
are contemplating having a large meeting 
on August 14. Let us hope that this new 
association will be very successful in fur- 
thering the work of game conservation in 
their section. 


NEW GAME CLUB 

The Pennsylvania Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Club was organized about the first of the 
year, with club headquarters at Willow 
Grove, Pa. Lambert J. Bordo was elected 
President, Floyd L. Miller, Jr., Treasurer, 
and Rudolph W. Walther, Secretary. 

It has been commonly taken for granted 
that the Sharp-tailed Grouse, a prairie bird, 
would not thrive in the thickly populated 
East. But the members of this club are de- 
cermined to find out whether this common 
assumption is correct, or whether an agree- 
able surprise for us is possible. 

They have secured a number of these 
birds from the plains and report that they 
are so far thriving perfectly satisfactorily. 

“Of course you understand,’ said Mr. 
sordo, “it is the club’s intention to co- 
operate with our State Game Commission 
for the purpose of planting the Sharp-tail 
in suitable localities where they will have 
cover, feed, care and protection; and we 
hope that with this cousin to our native 
Ruffed Grouse we may establish field trials 
on Bob-white Quail and Sharp-tailed Grouse 
which will become a source of interest to 
our gunning friends also. Besides, we shall 
have another game bird which is non-de- 
structive to crops and at the same time will 
offer excellent sport afield.” 


ANOTHER CLUB JOINS ALLEGHENY 
COUNTY LEAGUE 
Another new club, known as the Richland 
Sportsmen’s Club, was organized recently 
and affiliated itself with the Allegheny Coun- 
ty Sportsmen’s League bringing that organ- 
ization up to a total of twenty-one clubs. 
The President of the new Association is 
Arthur Bennett of Gibsonia and the Secre- 
tary-Treasurer is R. F. McKelvey of the 
same town. There are some real live wires 
in this group and without a doubt they will 
make a splendid showing. The dues are one 
dollar per year, this amount including a 
subscription to the Game News. 





SPORTSMEN TO HOLD FIELD DAY 
The Clinton County Game and Fish 
Association will hold their annual 
picnic and field day at the Elk’s Club 
along Young Women’s Creek near 
North Bend on August 23. The enter- 
tainment committee has arranged for 
various competitive events, including 
trap shooting, rifle shooting, ete. Invi- 
tations are extended all other clubs in 
the state to attend the gathering and 
a large crowd is expected. There will 
be many prominent guest speakers. 











DEER JOIN HERD OF CATTLE 

When a daughter of Bert J. Smith, who 
lives on Mansfield R. D. 2, went to the pas- 
ture after the cows recently she thought the 
dairy was larger than common, but on a 
second look found that seven deer had joined 
the herd of cattle. The deer were grazing 
with the cattle and seemed very much at 
home. 


Bob Latimer says that while going up 
Forks Mountain recently a ruffed grouse flew 
into the windshield of his automobile. 
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Game Protectors receiving pistol instruction; Lieutenant R. M. Bair, Instructor, 


THE TRAINING SCHOOL 


HE Game Commission’s Training 

School began this year’s term on June 

4 and closed on July 16. During this 
period 150 officers including 6 Division Game 
Supervisors, 61 District Game Protectors, 
11 Assistant Game Protectors, 4 Traveling 
Game Protectors, 27 Deputies, 38 Refuge 
Keepers, 2 State Trappers, and 1 Investi- 
gator completed the prescribed training. 


The course included a thorough study of 
the game laws, court procedure, how to 
handle prisoners, self-protection, horseman- 
ship, pistol shooting, etc. 

This is the first time in the history of the 
Commission that the Board saw fit to estab- 
lish a course of training in the use of the 
pistol. 

A pistol range was erected adjacent to the 
Training School with proper stations at each 
of the recognized distances, namely 15, 25 
and 50 yards and so designed to accommo- 
date 15 officers in each group. The range 
is said to be one of, the most beautiful in the 
State, due to its natural background and 
environmental setting. It was built largely 
by yolunteer labor among the local officers 
of the division. 


Through the courtesy of Captain W. C. 
Price, Superintendent of the Pennsylvania 
Highway Patrol, the Commission secured the 
services of Lieutenant Robert M. Bair, who 
is Pistol Instructor and Ballistician for that 
Department. 


Lieutenant Bair gave verbal instructions 
in the proper use of the pistol with detailed 
nstructions of marksmanship each Friday 
evening from 7 until 9 P. M. The efforts of 
Lieutenant Bair are to be highly commended. 
He handled more than 160 officers without 
i. single mishap of any kind or the accidental 
discharge of a pistol. 


The ammunition used at the Training 
School was manufactured by the volunteer 
services of officers under the direct juris 
diction of District Game Protector Grant 
H. Gustin, of Clinton County, who collabo 
rated with Lieutenant Bair in determining 
the proper loads to be used. 

The officials of the school also conducted 

pistol contest. The individual depart- 
mental high score was made by Division 





Left: Hayes T. Englert, Division Game Supervisor, winner of individual 
departmental high score. Right: John B. Ross, Chief, Bureau of Protection, 
holder of individual Staff high score. 
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Class at study at Game Commission Training School 


Game Supervisor Hayes T. Englert who shot 
430 out of 500, thereby winning the Robert 
M. Bair silver medal trophy. 

John B. Ross, Chief of the Bureau of Pro- 
tection, heads the individual staff high score 
having shot 429 out of 500, thereby winning 
the Robert M. Bair gold medal trophy. 

The various classes and the three indi- 
vidual high scores in each class are as fol- 
lows: 

FIRST CLASS 


*1. Raymond L. Seager ........ 383 X 500 

2. Maurice E. Sherman ....... 377 X 500 

3. elo A; DAMMACE .o6 655k ss 367 X 500 
SECOND CLASS 

*1, Graeme Bi (2OsOes. 68 esis 391 X 500 

2. Rollin Heffelfinger ......... 354 X 500 

a Si, Se RR Cae ek es wees 349 X 500 
THIRD CLASS 

*1, JOnR. Beers 65 65 os eee ces 391 X 500 

2. Theodore C. Carlson ....... 381 X 500 

3: eee Be PO ike i cxtene 363 X 500 
FOURTH CLASS 

"1. Teetet- so. Ae wcities 889 X 500 

2. Leroy 8. Jones «....... ipa 383 X 500 

Ss OY Oo RRO she sie sc wcaeia's 372 X 500 


FIFTH CLASS 
*1, George W. Cross (Deputy) .. 397 X 500 


Oe RN ek cea w ewe 358 X 500 
ae, SE Sik xa wiecswecs ans 352 X 500 


SIXTH CLASS 


Ei eee ee OE. ows cc ae cee 430 X 500 
o2; Cmarwea C. Britton ..3.66..% 413 X 500 
3. Carl A. Lorup (Deputy) .... 359 X 500 


*Winners of Robert M. Bair bronze medal 
trophy. 


INDIVIDUAL SCORES MADE BY THE 


STAFF 
De a ee awe tiess Cede eee 429 X 500 
Be Re WU, RU oa. 6 a aid nid aio arene 380 X 500 
3 De. Fo 2. MacDonalds. Go58 kx 349 X 500 
oN Ce I. Se oes a Oeeee 279 X 500 
Dy. Wer CRORE ic ek eeekeee 235 X 500 
GAME COMMISSION PISTOL TEAM— 

1933 


Selected on the basis of scores at the 
Training School, the ten highest men were 
brought together, and in an _ elimination 
shoot-off at Milesburg, Centre County on 
July 24, 1933, the following men were high 
and will represent the Department at all 
pistol matches until next year: 

John B. Ross, Chief, Bureau of Protection 
—Captain, 

Grant H, Gustin, District Game Protector 
—Coach, 

Hayes T. Englert, Division Game Super- 
visor, 


Theo. C. Carlson, Game Refuge Keeper, 


George W. Cross, Deputy Game Protector, 
Lester J. Haney, District Game Protector, 


L. S. Jones, District Game Protector, 


John Spencer, Assistant Game Protector— 
First Alternate 
Chas. C. Britton, District Game Protector 
—Second Alternate 








CALL THEM BY THEIR RIGHT 
NAME 

The Game Commission desire that 
the public develop the usage of calling 
their field men by their legal title: 
Game _ Protectors. Pennsylvania is 
probably the only State in the Union 
that does not call such officers Game 
Wardens, but the change of title was 
made by the Legislature after mature 
deliberation, and the psychology of the 
change of title is important. The pur- 
pose is not primarily to apprehend vio- 
lators, but to protect the game of the 
Commonwealth, and apprehension and 
punishment of violators is only secon- 
dary—however important—and a nec- 
essary means in some cases for the 
protection of the game. 
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Our Auxiliary Refuges 


By Hon. Adolf Muller, President of the Board of Game Commissioners 


OST of our sportsmen—who are, of 

course, the equal stockholders in Penn- 
sylvania’s vast game production, with the 
members of the Commission as their board 
of directors—have learned to appreciate 
very highly the tremendous importance of 
our system of game refuges—to realize that 
it is at once both the foundation and the 
keystone of the whole great structure the 
Board has succeeded in erecting. To all the 
many problems of restoring game by Na- 
ture’s own method the refuge system has 
proved the one most satisfactory answer. 
And it is not only laudable and gratifVing 
but even almost incredible with what unan- 
imity sportsmen all over the Commonwealth, 
realizing this importance, have respected and 
protected these refuges. For Pennsylvania 
sportsmen the single strand of wire around 
these refuges has been as effective as a 
thirty-foot stone wall. 

Although in some particulars the Game 
Code required a radical revision of hitherto 
generally accepted ideals of hunting, our 
sportsmen, with a very small percentage of 
exceptions, have loyally cooperated with the 
3oard and accepted cheerfully the seasons 
and bag limits and other restrictions im- 
posed, and any credit for the success of the 
Pennsylvania system must be shared with our 
Pennsylvania sportsmen. 

But even the most intelligent and interested 
of our sportsmen have not always kept in 
sufficiently close touch with the Board’s ac- 
tivities to realize what an important re- 
enforcement our Awriliary Refuges are to 
our Primary Refuges. 

The vast majority of Pennsylvania sports- 
men hunt small game only, and seldom hunt 
beyond their own or some other agricultural 
section of the Commonwealth. And to main- 
tain the supply of small game for such sports- 
men we are largely dependent on these Aux- 
iliary Refuges. 

Auxiliary Refuges are nearly all located 
on privately-owned lands for which the Game 
Commission leases the hunting rights for a 

















Beautiful trout stream within Auxiliary Refuge No. 56 near Pottstown. 


period of ten years or more. A few are lo- 
cated on State Forest lands. 

The law authorizing the establishment of 
Auxiliary Game Refuges was passed in 1923 
and was intended to enable the Game Com- 
mission to create refuges in parts of the 
Commonwealth where it was difficult or im- 
possible to acquire lands by purchase; in 
other words, mainly agricultural territory 
small territory—where land 
were unusually high. 


game values 
No salaried game refuge keepers are pro- 
vided for auxiliary refuges. Their protec- 
tion is largely taken care of by district game 
protectors and deputies on a per diem basis. 
Game refuges of all kinds are becoming 
more and more important because of the 
ever-increasing mileage of good roads. Hunt- 
ers jump from one place to the other, keep 
ing game continually on the jump. 
Fifty-two refuges in the state are now 
classified as auxiliaries. A total of 20,007 
acres is contained within these fifty-two ref- 


uges. The total area of land comprised 

















An Auxiliary Refuge Line in Elk County. 


within the fifty-two auxiliary refuge projects 
is 61,807 acres, which means that 41,800 
acres, for which the hunting rights are leased, 
are open to public hunting. 

Auxiliary refuges can be considered the 
second line of defense against depletion of 
game, 

After the first few auxiliary game refuges 
were created, the board adopted a policy of 
insisting that sufficient land be leased to pro- 
vide ample public hunting grounds around 
each refuge. The Game Code requires that 
an auxiliary must have at least 100 acres 
within the wire. To follow out the policy 
laid down by the board, we have invariably 
tried to secure the hunting rights on 500 acres 
or more, figuring that there should be four 
acres open to hunting for every one aere 
closed. This policy has been of great value 
in eliminating tracts of ground owned by rich 
individuals who are interested only in hay- 
ing their lands protected at the expense of 
the sportsmen body as a whole. Many a rich 
man was willing to have his estate made an 
auXiliary refuge, but was unwilling to per- 
mit any portion of it open to hunting. 
Farmers as a rule were willing to have 
their farm made an auxiliary refuge, but 
the adjoining four or five farmers were un- 
willing to sign an agreement to permit open 
hunting on their farms. 

Immediately following this article the 
GAME News publishes a list of these auxiliary 
refuges. Go and see some of them—one or 
two of them may be near your own home— 
and then let us know what you think of 
them as an aid to restoring and protecting 
our small game. 


John D. Moll, Deputy Game Protector, of 
Bernville, Pa., while patrolling along the 
Blue Mountain in Berks County, near Fort 
Northkill, killed a rattlesnake. Upon open- 
ing it he found a full grown gray squirre! 
inside. The snake was 44 inches long and 
had 8 rattles and a button. 
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AUXILIARY STATE GAME REFUGES AND PUBLIC HUNTING GROUNDS—LOCATION AND AREA 


AUGUST 1, 1933 












Year Area Acres 





Refuge Refuge Within Public 
Serial Estab- the Hunting 
Number Location Lessor lished Refuge Grounds Total 
A CARRION OCOONTS, Perry Twp. ...........% J. C. Campbell and W. Logue ................ 1918 700 None TOO 
Near Parker's Landing. 
2 WYOMING COUNTY, Noxen & Monroe Twps.Arthur L. Stull .............. cc cece ccc cece eee 1918 800 None 800 
Near Noxen. 
9 BLAIR COUNTY, Frankstown Twp. ........ J. W. Gromiller & J. L. Hartman ............. 1923 500 598 1,098 
East of Hollidaysburg. 
10 POTTER COUNTY, Roulette Twp. ..:....... a 1924 1,900 4,797 6,697 
South of Roulette. 
11 FRANKLIN-FULTON COUNTIES, Metal &Buchanan State Forest and South Penn Rail- 
ei Aa wis dcbeetawecseceepe way and Mining Company ............... 1924 1,204 * 1,204 
Near Richmond Furnace. 
12 CAMBRIA-CLEARFIELD COUNTIES, ElderClearfield Bituminous Coal Corporation ....... 1925 200 4,120 4,320 
oe Cw wo vin se we cee peels 
North of Hastings. 
13 CAMERON COUNTY, Grove Twp. ........ ..-Simnemahoning State Forest ................. 1924 2,272 * 2,272 
East of Driftwood. 
14 CLEARFIELD COUNTY, Huston & UnionTrustees, Baker Run Reserve. (Now under con- 
i OR he a wis.6 ce 0 Sie tract for purchase by Game Commission) .. 1925 800 4,200 5,000 
East of DuBois. 
15 CLEARFIELD COUNTY, Bell Twp. ......... Elizabeth G. and Hugh M. Irvin ............. 1925 274 685 959 
North of Mahaffey. 
16 HUNTINGDON COUNTY, Union Twp. ....... Harbison-Walker Refractories Company ...... 1925 467 1,533 2,000 
South of Mt. Union. 
19 CAMBRIA COUNTY, Reade Twp. ........... es I RNID ooh o'o'n 0 0.6'5:0.0'6 60's 35 00's 1925 330 670 1,000 
Near Blandburg. 
20 WAYNE COUNTY, Paupack Twp. ........... Scranton Council Boy Scouts ................. 1925 440 None 440) 
West of Hawley. 
21 CLEARFIELD COUNTY, Boggs Twp. ....... Harbison-Walker Refractories Company ...... 1925 380 1,504 1,854 
West of Wallaceton. 
22 McKEAN COUNTY, Keating Twp. ........... eptmare We ater: GOMDAY 6.5 os ooo 5 cn sc ese nes 1925 400 1,519 1,919 
North of Smethport. 
23 POTTER COUNTY, Homer Twp. ............ Susquehannock State Forest ................. 1925 425 * 425 
South of Coudersport, 
25 SNYDER COUNTY, Franklin & Perry Twps, ..Bald Eagle State Forest ................52.08. 1925 307 * 307 
South of Middleburg. 
27 HUNTINGDON COUNTY, Dublin Twp. ...... EN NINE ect in's c's. a'e'o sa godin ob we 68 Oe 1925 100 att 377 
Southeast of Shade Gap. 
28 JEFFERSON COUNTY, Polk Twp. .......... NN ER TU ON aos Ss So cs Siena hen seein os 1925 221 . 221 
West of Munderf. 
29 YORK COUNTY, Lower Windsor Twp. ....:... R. P. Wilton, Albert Hilt, Wm. D. Gipe and 
North of Windsor. NE AG Al sak ak aig anid Kip aw epee wine 1925 176 1,094 1,270 
30 HUNTINGDON COUNTY, Springfield Twp. ..Harbison-Walker Refractories Company and 
South of Orbisonia. NE Saigo. nau a palnuicen 6:4 duees bebe he > 1925 527 $48 1,375 
32 CAMERON COUNTY, Gibson Twp. .......... Sinnemahoning State Forest ................. 1925 653 * a 
Southwest of Sinnemahoning. 
$8 DAUPHIN COUNTY, Middle Paxton Twp. ..H. M. Bayard Heirs .................ccc cece: 1925 350 2,650 3,000 
East of Dauphin. 
De. ee, GRIN, TU TWD, vince ccc cccccncces i er | irc dd ba.od so. 0 ee wwnae en aKa 1926 266 ° 266 
South of Ansonia. 
35 SULLIVAN COUNTY, Colley Twp. .......... eee Becker md Aten FRE 6. oink ho hive vive biidccds 1925 393 367 760 
Near Lopez. 
86 SULLIVAN COUNTY, Forks & Elkland Twps.Wesley Mulnix, Rush G. Rogers, Sara H. Corsen 
Near Forksville. TOO, EE PRE rey eT 1925 123 379 502 
37 PIKE COUNTY, Blooming Grove Twp. ...... Ten Ce ON i ok no bae ead ba Seale n mms 1926 330 4 330 
South of Lords Valley. 
38 PIKE COUNTY, West Fall Twp. ............ SIN APRS. IID ivy bw 0 a's 6's 0S W0.see cee ees 1927 130 * 130 
West of Matamoras. : 
SP Rae Cour ae, POrber TWh: oc. oc cece cece: nr CIN TT os 5 bd aie a's ow Rie 1925 210 sa 210 
South of Porters Lake. 
40 CHESTER COUNTY, West Caln Twp. ....... Thomas Younes Gnd others ..... 666s. csssccss 1925 100 346 446 
North of Coatesville. 
41 JUNIATA COUNTY, Lack Twp. ............. Re IU ois Gin win wc e's os case tae 1926 145 bs 145 
South of Reeds Gap. 
42 MIFFLIN COUNTY, Wayne Twp. ........... a os vind kes Can csnes Teas 1925 156 . 156 
Near Newton Hamilton. 
43. TIOGA. COUNTY, Gaines Twp. .........25.. Oe I ons cbs cb ivbk baw Sk sea cu ae 1926 129 i: 129 
North of Gaines. 
44 BRADFORD COUNTY, Terry Twp. ......... M. H. and G. H. Welles Lumber Company and 
Near Wyalusing. MNES has Sutin cla Sin ainis Siclo's 4 svihw Ga twa hee 1926 401 365 766 
45 SULLIVAN COUNTY, Shrewsberry Twp. ....Eaglesmere Light Company .................6. 1926 250 1,318 1,568 
South of Eaglesmere. 
47 SOMERSET COUNTY, Jefferson Twp. ....... UD OEE NOE a ong os snes osuisee be ame ees 1925 8 GEREN <2: 141 
West of Somerset. 
48 CLINTON COUNTY, Lamar Twp. ........... Mate Mamie Miate Worest: 2... <c.ccccccccvasess 1925 545 * 545 
Near Loganton. 
49 BERKS COUNTY, Albany & Windsor Twps. ..Borough of Hamburg ..............e0seeeeees 1926 315 1,965 2,280 
North of Hamburg. 
50 BUTLER COUNTY, Center Twp. ............ J. M. Blain, B. J. Coulter and others .......... 1926 211 309 520 
North of Butler. 
51 LYCOMING COUNTY, Plunketts Creek Twp. ..G. E.:Rohrbach and Henry Masters ........... 1926 173 651 824 
North of Proctor. 
55 MONROE-HAMILTON COUNTIES, Ross, Ham- 
ilton and Plainfield Twps. ............... Blue Mountain Consolidated Water Company .. 1927 152 2,848 3,000 


Near Wind Gap. 
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56 BERKS-CHESTER COUNTIES, Union and 


ORE NT eo wi sac bh ee sens cas 


West of Pottstown. 


57 CLEARFIELD COUNTY, Girard Twp. 


North of Lecontes Mills. 


59 SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY, Harford Twp. ..J. B. and Robert Atkinson 


Near Alford, 


61 JEFFERSON COUNTY, Pine Creek Twp. ....Kane Brick and Tile Company 


South of Brookville. 


63 FULTON COUNTY, Dublin Twp. ..... 


Near Hustontown. 


65 LUZERNE COUNTY, Conyngham Twp. 


East of Shickshinny. 


7 CAMBRIA COUNTY, Jackson Twp. ... 


North of Johnstown. 


68 BRADFORD COUNTY, Monroe & Albany Twps.R. S. Wilcox 


Near New Albany. 


71 POTTER COUNTY, Allegheny Twp. .. 


Northeast of Coudersport. 
72 MIFFLIN COUNTY, Granville Twp. 
West of Lewistown. 


73. INDIANA COUNTY, Brush Valley Twp. 


East of Homer City. 
74 LUZERNE COUNTY, BUCK TWP. 
Near Stoddartsville. 





atid ena RANSON 








* Thousands of acres of State Forest Lands surrounding the refuge. 





err rie 20,070 4 


Sige wn an John T. Dyer Quarry Company ............... 1926 151 1,282 1,733 
a Paul, Rebecca and Alta Smith ............... 1926 111 450 561 
Pe eer etre. oe 1926 100 130 230 
2 SR ee ere 1926 100 1,000 1.100 

eer eee John Martz, Harry Lear, Wm. A. Keebaugh and 
MUTE 8 oe ue Cae dia oes ¢ ae oade Wis sas 1926 110 343 453 
eee Hon. J. Q. Creveling and others ...........-.. 1926 290 312 602 
a oe Bethlehem Steel Products Company .......... 1926 343 1,376 1,719 
POP en Le EERO OPE Pe re 1927 166 552 718 
eee eee, MEG Th, TOW sci kee cevccctesscceee 1980 230 770 1,000 
o.e..-- McKee Heirs, J. C. Carter and others ........ 1930 167 1,153 1,320 
patie cpomeral “Coal Corporation ....i.cscicccccecceeae 1962 180 615 795 
oo aes Misses Laura R. and L. R. Stull .............. 1982 226 TTA 1,000 
ae Totals (52 Refuges) .......:. ( 


_ 


800 61,870 








GAME REFUGE KEEPER ON LOYAL- 
SOCK RELEASES 20 PAIR MALLARD 
DUCKS 

Twenty pair of mallard ducks were re- 
leased along Loyalsock Creek July 18 by 
George W. Koehler, Game Refuge Keeper. 

A pair was released at the Loyalsockville 
Bridge and at that location Refuge Keeper 
Koehler posted a sign reading “These Mall- 
ard Ducks were placed here for educational 
purposes by the Board of Game Commis- 
sioners, Please do not disturb.” 

Before releasing the ducks, Mr. Koehler 
clipped their flight feathers, with the hope 
that they will remain in this section. 

FAWN LIKES FOREST WORKERS 

A very young fawn comes daily to the 
Cc. C. C. Camp at Asaph in the Tioga State 
Forest, says Forest Ranger E. N. Jenckes 
of Ansonia. The deer feeds from a bottle, 
then goes into the woods until night, when 
it returns. One morning recently it was 
found sleeping on the cot of one of the camp 
cooks. 

NATIONAL RECOGNITION OF PENN- 

SYLVANIA’S GAME RESOURCES 

After a joint survey by the Ourpoor Ap- 
VERTISING ASSOCIATION OF PENNSYLVANIA and 
the. PENNSYLVANIA NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION, two new booklets have just 
been issued, one by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, and the other by the United 
States Department of Commerce. 

Along with numerous other striking items 
of interest, these booklets give 4,500,000 
pieces of game as the kill in Pennsylvania 
during the last open season, with hunting 
licenses issued to 575,000 residents and 10,- 
000 non-residents. They conclude that this 
certainly means considerably more than 4,- 
500,000 rounds of ammunition fired, and 
point out what this means to manufacturers 
and dealers, 

They also quote the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission as estimating that each hunter 
spent, on the average, $6.00 for hunting 
equipment, and that the expenditure for this 
item alone was in excess of $4,000,000. 

Recognition of these facts in such publica- 
tions is gratifying to the pride of every Penn- 
Sylvanian in his state. 


RECENT PURCHASES OF STATE GAME 
LANDS 

Since the June issue of the GAME NEws 
title for seventeen tracts of land were con- 
veyed to the Commonwealth, which lands 
hereafter, and we hope ever after, will be 
known as State Game Lands. The total area 
of these seventeen tracts is 10,349.8 acres, 
and were acquired as follows: 

Sullivan County, becoming part of State 
Game Lands No, 12: 

Bernice W. Bacorn ..... 71.5 acres 

Clarion County, becoming part of State 

Game Lands No. 24: 


Margaret B. Beck .... 1,008.1 acres 


Crawford 'County, becoming part of State 
Game Lands No. 69: 


Sia ay 61.4 acres 
C. H. Davis Estate . 33.2 acres 


BoB Bepericks. .. 6... 60.9 acres 


Huntingdon County, becoming part of State 
Game Lands No. 71: 


J. G. Moyer Estate . 662.5 acres 


Bedford County, becoming part of State 
Games Lands No. 73: 
B. B. Young Estate .. 1,496.7 acres 
Marion D. Patterson.. 935.4 acres 
B. B. Youtg Estate 

and Marion D. Pat- 

CONNOR Siew cee des 686.0 acres 


Lycoming County, becoming part of State 
Game Lands No. 75: 
James Bonnell Heirs 56.3 acres 
Anne W. Penfield .... 4,656.0 acres 
Mary E. Fitzgerald 
and Mildred Haines 202.5 acres 
Nevada N, Dowling .. 25.0 acres 
Crawford County, becoming part of State 
Game Lands No. 8: 


ge eo 79.4 acres 
Paul A. Held and Ros- 
coe Binney. .....5 02%. 64.7 acres 


7 
Avnaie A. Togs i.e. 55.2 acres 
Dora Torry Tuttle .... 195.0 acres 

















Young opossums being raised by Game Commission for scientific purposes. 
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sey Mountain Lands 
Purchase 


NE of the best acquisitions of State 

Game Lands in recent years, and one 
having unusually interesting historical con- 
nections, is an area of approximately 10,000 
acres on the noted Tussey Mountain in Bed- 
ford, Huntingdon and Blair Counties. The 
area is made up of eleven contiguous tracts 
purchased from the following: 
Honorable Marion D. Patterson 
Estate of Blair B. Young 
Young Estate and the Hon, M. 

D. Patterson 
W. Herbert Hoover 
Estate of J. G. Hagey 
J. C. and §S. B. Burket 
John M. Prosser 
Oakley S. Havens, C. A. 
son, Agt. 

G. A. and Burt Troutman 
Burt Troutman 


935.4 acres 
1,496.7 “ 


on6n ...* 

566.4 “* 

$80.6 “ 

2,000.4 “ 

1,620.8 “ 
-atter- 

yen ee eae 

200.0 “* 

40.0 “ 


John W. Miller 243.90 * 
Total 10,396.1 “ 


Several of the tracts have already been 
conveyed and settlements are pending for 
the others. 

Tussey Mountain is a long, comparatively 
narrow ridge extending from the lower part 
of Bedford County in a northeasterly direc- 
tion into the upper part of Huntingdon 
County. The summit varies in elevation 
from 2,000 to 2,541 feet above sea level. 
When seen from the air it somewhat re- 
sembles the graceful curves of a snake when 
moving across a road at high speed. 

Throughout its length it is good wild tur- 
key territory and several hundred of these 
toothsome trophies of the hunt are proudly 
earried from it each year. Due to the in- 
creasing amount of hunting in recent years, 
the existing turkey crop is in danger of be- 
coming seriously depleted, if not entirely 
exterminated. To prevent such a disaster, it 
is deemed advisable to provide turkeys, as 
well as other woodland game, safety areas 
of a few hundred. acres each, every few 
miles, throughout the length of.the moun- 
tain. The 10,000 acre acquisition makes pos- 
sible the establishment of four or five ref- 
uges of 300 to 500 acres each. Several years 
ago 1,532.2 acres on Tussey Mountain, just 
south of the Loysburg Gap, now known as 
State Game Lands No. 73, were purchased. 
On this tract a refuge of 392 acres has been 
maintained with very beneficial results in 
conserving the turkey crop as well as other 


game. 
The new 10,000 acre tract lies between 
State Highway Route No. 164, running 


through the beautiful Clover Valley, and 
State Highway Route No. 26 between Everett 
and Huntingdon. It lies mostly on Tussey 
Mountain, but includes also a part of “Coot 
Hill” and much of what is locally known 
as “Jack’s Corner.” It extends from Loys- 
burg Gap in Bedford County, a cut in Tussey 
Mountain through which Yellow Creek winds 
its way, northward a distance of about 20 
miles to a point just of Marklesburg 
in Huntingdon County. 


west 
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An unusually large number of 
have their source within the lands  pur- 
chased, including several tributaries of 
Yellow Creek, notably Maple Run, as well 
aS many smaller tributaries of the noted 
Raystown Branch of the Juniata River. 
Food and cover for wild turkeys, deer, ruffed 
grouse, gray squirrels and cottontail rabbits 
are very good, Iron ore was mined at a 
number of places on these lands in past 
years, but no mines are now in operation. 
What is more interesting is that there are 
two gold mines within the territory. In- 


streams 


formation is lacking as to whether or not 
gold was ever produced in paying quantities, 
but in the days of charcoal 
ore was mined extensively. 


furnaces iron 

















Photo by Slyder Studio. Saxton, Pa. 


THE FISHER MEMORIAL MONUMENT 

Erected in 1926 to perpetuate the mem- 
ory of ten brave men massacred by In- 
dians in 1780. Located on Tussey Moun- 
tain, Bedford County, 500 feet from State 
Game Lands recently purchased. 


One of the historical events 
with lands centers around 
an Indian niassacre of pioneer scouts under 
the command of Captain William Phillips 
fifty-three The massacre 
place only 500 feet east of the J. C. and 
S. B. Burket Tract. An imposing monument 
erected by the Fisher Summit 
(Saxton Post of the American 
Legion) in 1926 marks the spot. A 
coincidence, but without 


interesting 


connected these 


years ago. took 


Memorial 
Association 
Strange 
doubt authentic, is 
that the bones of seven of the slain scouts 
were unearthed 1933, 
years after the monument was erected. 


January 25, several 


Men 


‘qoud ay 


JO 3ssod 


improving the grounds around the monu- 
ment discovered the bones ten feet from 
it. The bones were only eighteen inches 


below the surface of the ground. The skulls 
bore evidence of tomahawking. The remains 
were re-buried with full military honors in 
the Fisher Summit Memorial Park in a 
specially constructed cast iron yault on Sun- 
day, May 28, 1933. The ceremonies were in 
charge of Saxton Post No. 169, American 
Legion, Doctor Frank Guillard, Commander. 
Major General Edward C, Shannon, Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Pennsylvania, delivered 
the principal address. 

A marble slab on the monument bears this 
inscription: “The following Pennsylvania 
rangers (scouts), under command of Cap- 
tain William Phillips, were shot, toma- 
hawked and scapled by Indians Sunday, 
July 16, 1780, being found by friends and 
residents of Woodcock Valley a few days 


later. Their bodies were buried on the spot 
where this monument is erected.’” Another 
marble slab on the monument gives the 


names of the ten men slain. 

Authentic records of the massacre are not 
wanting. According to these records the 
massacre occurred July 16, 1780, following 
a hostile Indian incursion in Woodcock 
Valley, when settlers were murdered and 
their homes destroyed. Captain Phillips had 
been commissioned to raise a company of 
men to protect the frontier. As it was har- 
vest time, he was able to get only ten men 


beside himself and his fourteen vear old 
son. Undaunted by lack of numbers the 
brave crew crossed Tussey Mountain from 


Williamsburg. When they reached the valley 
they found it deserted by the settlers, They 
went to the house of Federick Heater, who 
had arranged it as a temporary fort, with 
holes for shooting. Due to the fact 
that sufficient help to man the fort could not 
be secured, he had also fled before the 
Indians. The scouts spent Saturday night 
here, and on Sunday, July 16, the Indians 
tracked Captain Phillips and his men to 
the house and surrounded it. After con 
siderable firing, during which some Indians. 
including their chief, killed, they 
fastened leaves and twigs to arrows and 
after setting them afire them to the 
roof of the house. It was burning 
and the were confronted with the 
problem of being cremated if they remained 
inside or killed if they went out. Captain 
Phillips proposed to surrender on condition 


loop 


were 


shot 
soon 


scouts 


that all their lives would be spared. This 
was agreed to, but the prisoners were 


marched only about one-half mile from the 


house when ten were tied to trees, riddled 
with bullets and arrows, and afterward 
scalped. A few days later settlers dis- 


covered the bodies and buried them. 

The lives of Captain Phillips and his son 
were spared for the reason that officers, 
when prisoners, commanded a high bounty. 
They were taken to Montreal, Canada, and 
afterwards exchanged. 
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“WHAT PRICE ‘SPORT’?” 

For a great many years—as long as the 
earliest residents can remember at any rate 
—a large migration of hawks and eagles has 
occurred along the mountain ranges of east- 
ern Pennsylvania. This great migration, 
which so unerringly follows the same course 
each year, has of late been the signal for 
a general stampede on the part of local 
hunters who station themselves in strategic 
positions along the mountain ridges, there 
to slaughter hundreds of these birds. Most 
of the killing is done in the neighborhood 
of Drehersville, Schuylkill County, although 
there is also considerable shooting done both 
in Lehigh and Berks Counties. 

Now there are very few hunters who do 
not look upon all hawks as bad. A hawk’s 
general appearance, the fierce expression of 
its eyes, the long hooked mandibles and the 
sharp claws, all brand it as a killer. But 
a killer of what? Not always of game or 
song birds, Very often and this is especially 
true of the broad-winged, short-tailed, soar- 
ing hawks, their menu is almost entirely 
beneficial. These birds are too slow on the 
wing to catch much game and their bad name 
is magnified many times, particularly dur- 
ing the hunting season, because they manage 
by sheer luck to capture a badly wounded 
gray squirrel or other game creature. 

But there are other hawks which live al- 
most entirely upon game, and it is wise to 
control these forms. However, it is a ques- 
tion whether or not the wholesale slaughter 
of hawks on the Blue Mountains or else- 
where is really helping the situation any. 
In other words, how many bad hawks are 
being killed? Do they outnumber the bene- 
ficial species? Are the hunters really able 
to determine the difference between the good 
and bad species? 

The Game Commission has not interfered 
with this annual “fete,” except to warn the 
participants against killing Ospreys, Hagles 
and Sparrow Hawks, which are protected 
by State laws. All other varieties are not 
protected and may be killed at any time so 
long as the hunter possesses a license. 

However, there is an organization which 
makes it its business to prevent wanton 
destruction and cruelty, and this group— 
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals—has been investigating the 
slaughter of hawks along the above men- 
tioned migration route. Hundreds of birds 
are merely crippled and left to die a linger- 
ing death, and no good sportsmen wants to 
tolerate such a condition, even if the prey 
is a hawk. Nasty rumors of crippled birds 
tied by the legs to trees have reached the 
offices of the S, P. C. A. Reports of great 
piles of supposedly dead hawks, but con- 
taining many that were only badly crippled, 
have reached the office of the Commission. 

These facts are being presented at this 
time for the guidance of those who have been 
accustomed to make their annual pilgrimage 
to the various “stands” along the migration 
route. The Game Commission can not dic- 
tate the actions of the hunters who partici- 
pate in this so-called sport, except so far 
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as protected species are concerned, Yet at 
the same time it is hoped that those who 
see fit to indulge in such shooting will make 
certain that no wounded birds are left on 
the field. There are few hunters that are 
devoid of any sentiment whatever, and the 
Game Commission is not a bit concerned 
about the killing off of a few hawks once in 
a while, where necessary; but it is by no 
means in favor of a wholesale slaughter, 
for after all it must be admitted that there 
is a great deal more truth than we realize 
in this “balance of nature” business. 


SUMMARY SHEET OF BOUNTY CLAIMS 
ALLOWED ON PREDATORY ANIMALS 
FOR THE MONTH OF JULY, 1933 











Wild Gray Wea- 

County Cats Foxes sels Amount 
eee 0 6 22 $ 46.00 
Allegheny _......... 0 2 21 29.00 
Armastresg. ........ 0 7 85 113.00 
a, SO a 0 0 8 8.00 
RN, gah, clgtee's 0 3 23 35.00 
NE Se Gao pine os 0 3 120 132.00 
ee ree 0 } 46 66.00 
are 0 0 37 37.00 
NE gabe ss ie sss 0 6 42 66.00 
ES ecae cages 0 0 56 56.00 
SEED ova disn'spwine 0 6 77 101.00 
ER isa 5.6 os nek 0 0 0 eR ie 
RS ee Per 0 1 22 26.00 
CE a cans das'ep 0 3 38 50.00 
SNE? bSupes ee ss 0 0 68 68.00 
I CS os W/o 40 0 , 82 90.00 
Clearfield ........ 0 6 46 70.00 
DR aw boss 5 <6 0 3 14 26.00 
| aes 0 0 37 37.00 
TE wcep esses 0 0 73 73.00 
Cumberland ........... 0 4 25 41.00 
E.'S wx ee 0 1 31 35.00 
eae 0 0 4 4.00 
Se Oe 0 0 20 20.00 
Ee ay ae 0 0 72 72.00 
ES ee 0 5 38 58.00 
ED: e@eVewevcdae 0 0 7 7.00 
ar 0 1 16 20.00 
> eesvtéeews< 0 0 3 3.00 
a SS 0 11 15.00 
Huntingdon bei 0 3 26 38.00 
E26 os bac 04.6 0 1 100 104.00 
SOMOTOOR gw ose 0 0 49 49.00 
EE. S55 was 3 0:0 0 0 9 9.00 
Lackawanna. ...... 0 1 13 17.00 
Lancaster 3 stij.. ....- 0 2 68 76.00 
NEE foo 6 .s'tnmees 0 0 25 25.00 
er ee eee 0 0 13 13.00 
on bck Wp 6 0 1 15 19.00 
DE soca ewe 6 0 2 MB 64.00 
0 rer 1 3 62 89.00 
gS 0 0 27 27.00 
Mercer Suis sae 5S 0 4 49 65.00 
SR <2 S sp pase at 0 4 25 41.00 
eee eee eee 0 0 13 13.00 
Montgomery yen 0 2 40 48.00 
Montour............ . 0 1 10 14.00 
Northampton ....... 0 9 22 58.00 
Northumberland ; 0 0 23 23.00 
Se ea cevs veces 0 0 25 25.00 
Philadelphia ..... 0 0 1 1.00 
BS Saat n so owes 0 3 5 17.00 
Pr eer 0 0 5 5.00 
Schuylkill  ....... 0 5 31 51.00 
EE bag o'a0'o\p 0 0 0 10 10.00 
Goemerset  ... 22000. 6 2 114 122.00 
od tcmp wees 0 0 4 4.00 
Susquehanna. ....... 0 0 17 17.00 
RE Naat dane as'e 0 0 32 32.00 
Ea ee Ra as 0 2 6 14.00 
Venango sbakwnes 0 0 40 40.00 
Se” Ss encenes 0 0 34 34.00 
Washington.......... 0 0 24 24.00 
ree ; 0 1 25 29.00 
Westmoreland... 0 7 81 109.00 
fl — ee 0 1 20 24.00 
Df 44 wb ope he ae 0 6 71 95.00 

eee “nasnaavs 1 125 2,334 $2,849.00 


Number of claims for the month—1,610 





The dog training season begins 
August 20 and ends February 28. 
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SKUNKS REPORTED TOO PLENTIFUL 
When the Game Commission, a few years 


ago, was making an extensive investigation 
of the habits, good and bad, of the skunk, 
they found many farmers clamoring for his 
protection, claiming that he lived largel) 
on insects,—‘‘they themselves often saw 
skunk turning over chunks and stones for 
the insects he found under them.” 

But since skunks have become so Dumer 
ous over most of the state many of thes 
farmers have changed their minds and are 
now complaining about their destructive- 
ness. And both farmers and sportsmen are 
now reporting from many localities that the 
skunks are destroying wholesale the eggs 
and young of pheasants, quail and other 
ground-nesting birds, and also the eggs of 
domestic poultry. One farmer reports them 
as even carrying off goose eggs, and another 
reports that he found a skunk “so full of 
eggs that one was sticking out of its mouth.” 


HAS THE RED SQUIRREL SOME GOOD 
HABITS, AFTER ALL? 

Thos. K, Barrie, Deputy Game Protector, 
Coudersport, reports observing the red squir- 
rel eating the spore sacs of the pine blister 
rust as a favorite tidbit, and even gnawing 
away the old blister cankers into the wood. 

So far as we have learned, this behavior 
has not been confirmed by competent scien- 
tific investigation. But if it should be true 
it would prove these squirrels at least a 
minor reenforcement in the fight in which 
we are spending so many thousands of dol- 
lars to exterminate gooseberries and cur- 
rants and so break the line of transmission 
of this very serious threat to our white pine. 
But it will take a lot of evidence to con- 
vince the average man that the red squirrel 
has even one good habit. 


INSECTIVOROUS SQUIRRELS 

Francis Kern, park guard at the Child’s 
State Forest park in the Delaware State 
Forest, reports that the squirrels in the park 
area and vicinity have become insectivorous. 
Kern claims that he has seen red squirrels 
and chipmunks devouring the moths of the 
oak canker worm as fast as they could catch 
them, 

It is debatable just what effect the 
squirrels will have on reducing these insect 
hordes in this region. E. ©. Pyle, acting dis- 
trict forester at Stroudsburg, reports that 
thousands of acres of Pike County woodlands 
are defoliated each year by this pest.—Pa. 
Forest Service Letter. 





SNAKE EATS GROUSE EGGS 
Deputy Game Protector Clarence Morton, 


of Harrisonville, reports the killing of a 
large blacksnake which contained 8 grouse 
eggs unbroken and the yolks of a few more 
—about 14 or 15 all together. He also cites 
the killing of a five-foot blacksnake, which 
upon being opened disclosed a full-grown 
quail. 
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N order that the trappers and hunters of 
I the State may be fully conversant with 
the reasons why the Game Commission de- 
clared an open season on beavers during 
1984 (March 1 to April 10), the following 
data is given: 

It can readily be seen, particularly after 
reading the paragraph setting forth the tre- 
mendous cost to the Game Commission in 
trapping these animals, that there is simply 
no other solution to the problem. The Game 
Commission, having vested in them the con- 
fidence of the hunting public, cannot con- 
scientiously continue to use the sportsmen’s 
money for this purpose. 

Today it is costing the Game Commission 
approximately $26.00 to trap one beaver— 
money that otherwise could be, and would 
be, used for game propagation, restocking 
and protection. Such an expenditure is far 
too great for trapping) an animal whose 
prime fur value, under the present prices, 
amounts only to about $8.00 or $10.00. 

The trapper, on the other hand, has little 
overhead other than the cost of traps, and 
can reap a profit, even though prices are low, 
and at the same time reduce the beaver popu- 
lation a great deal without any danger what- 
ever of exterminating them. 

Beaver Population 

When, in 1920, twenty-four pairs of beaver 
were introduced into Pennsylvania from the 
Algonquin Park in Canada, a close season 
was declared on these animals. Since that 
time they have been continually protected 
by close seasons. Their increase was rapid, 
so rapid, in fact, that a survey made in 
1931 revealed a population of approximately 
5,000 beaver in this Commonwealth. 

In normal years of rainfall, when the 
streams do not become dry, the beaver popu- 
lation will double each year. With the crop 
of kits in 1982 and 1933, we can conserva- 
tively estimate a population of more than 
15,000 beavers in the state. These animals 
now have a range covering fifty of the sixty- 
seven counties of the state. 

Damage Complaints 

In 1927 beaver damage complaints were 
first reported and control methods started. 
Very few complaints were received at that 
time, but as the beaver population increased, 
the number of damage complaints became 
proportionately numerous. The control 
methods used are to live-trap the animals 
causing damage and restock them in other 
sections of the state. 

In 1931 it was necessary to satisfy ninety 
damage complaints. At that time two hun- 
dred and ninety-four beavers were caught 
and transplanted, 

In 1982 two hundred and fifty complaints 
were reported. The nature of the complaints 
follow: 107 flooding; 55 cutting timber; 50 
undesired in watersheds, and 38 miscella- 
neous complaints. 

During the present year by the middle of 
July 125 complaints were received and 290 
beavers caught. 

It may be safely estimated that the yearly 
damage caused by beavers to property owners 
in Pennsylvania is in excess of $20,000 an- 
nually. 
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The Beaver Problem 





Beaver in Vernon Bailey Live Trap. 


At the present time it is exceedingly diffi- 
cult to find places where beavers can be 
planted and not immediately cause damage. 
Beavers have been, sold to other states until 
this demand is exhausted. Representatives 
of the Forestry Department report that 
beavers in excessive numbers are undesirable 
in state forest lands. The Department of 
Fisheries is indifferent to the presence of 
beavers in the streams. Anglers in many 
sections of the state are demanding the re- 


- moval of all beaver from the streams. The 


Game Commission has found the beaver are 
destroying much grouse, deer and woodcock 
cover. There are no longer any requests for 
beaver except on private property, and when 
planted in such areas a request invariably 
follows to have them removed within two 
years, 
Cost of Control 

Accurate data may be secured on the cost 
of controlling the beaver in Pennsylvania. 
During the first six months of 1933 four 
trapping instructors, with cars and equip- 
ment, devoted all their time to this work. 
Their salaries and expenses amounted to 
$5,002.98. Four men from the office and 
three men on temporary work devoted part 
time to this task. The salary and expenses 
of these additional men was $500.00. The 
total expenses for control work was $5,502.93 
for the six month period. The number of 
beavers caught was 206. This would indi- 
cate that the cost of. trapping each beaver is 
$26.83. This expense of trapping beaver is 
very high owing to the traveling expenses in 
satisfying complaints in every section of the 
state. 

Present control methods could not continue 
for another year. With a present population 
of 15,000 beavers, which doubles each year, 
we could expect at least 30,000 beavers in 
the state by 1935. Damage complaints are 
in proportion to the beaver population. To 
illustrate this increase in the cost of beaver 


damage control annually, the following fig- 
ures may be of interest. In 1931, with a 
beaver population estimated at 5,000, 90 dam- 
age complaints were received. Beaver popu- 
lation estimated at 9,000 in 1932 resulted in 
250 complaints. To continue for another 
year without an open season and the aid 
of hundreds of trappers throughout the 
state, would involve an expense to the Game 
Commission which would be prohibitive. The 
property owners would sustain the loss and 
no one would derive any benefit from the 
beaver. 


Open Season Benefits Trapper and Land 
Owner 


Money has been spent to propagate game 
for the benefit of the hunter. The money 
spent for the purchase of the original beaver 
was for the benefit of the trappers, who con- 
trol the vermin, and who must purchase a 
hunting license before they can trap. The 
class of people who will trap the beaver 
will have no expense other than the pur- 
chase of traps. The money derived from 
the sale of beaver pelts will go to people 
who have sustained property damage and 
to another. class who may have no other 
source of income than the beaver they trap. 


Beaver Will Not Be Exterminated 


There is no danger of exterminating the 
beaver. The open season comes at the time 
of the year when the pelts are prime. At this 
time we usually have some ice and high 
water which makes it very difficult to trap 
beaver through the use of steel traps. The 
beaver are not very active in the early spring. 
The provision in the law prohibiting any- 
one from interfering with their houses or 
dams is also an added safeguard against 
exterminating these animals. It is doubtful 
if the annual production of beaver for a 
year can be trapped during this one open 
season. 



















































































GOOD ROADS 
The C. C. C. Boys working on State Game 


Lands are building excellent roads through 
some very rugged country, as the photograph 
opposite will show. While the primary pur- 
pose of such road making is to more effi- 
ciently contro] forest fires, at the same time 
they are opening up to the hunter thousands 
upon thousands of acres of excellent game 
territory heretofore inaccessible. 





CAMP JAMES N. MORTON 

A very signal honor was conferred 
on James N. Morton, Assistant Chief 
of the Bureau of Refuges and Lands 
by the 341st Company, Camp No. 104, 
Civilian Conservation Corps, at Elk 
Grove, Sullivan County. The boys of 
the camp voted to call it Camp Morton 
and extended a special invitation to 
Mr. Morton to attend the dedication 
and flag raising on August Sth. A 
large number. of visitors were in at- 
tendance. The camp was fitted with 
a rustic arch over the driveway and 
cleaned up spotlessly by the energetic 
and willing lads who compose this 
company. The flag was presented to 
the camp by the Junior Order United 
American Mechanics of Millville. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Young of 
Benton, after which Capt. Roy T. 
Barrett, commanding officer, addressed 
the company and assembled visitors. 
The flag was presented by Rev. Young 
and accepted by Capt. Barrett. Ad- 
dresses were made by J. N. Morton 
and J. D. Berrier, camp superinten- 
dent. Music was. furnished by the 
Dushore Band. 














Time out for a drink. The water boy is a busy lad at the C. C. C. 
State Game Lands. 
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Type of rough country through which C. C. C. boys must cut their way on 
State Game Lands. 


FINE SPIRIT AT CAMPS 

There is a very fine spirit among the men 
at the Civilians’ Conservation camps on state 
game lands. Superintendent John D. Gra- 
ham at Camp No. 101, Croyland, Elk County, 
in reporting the work whicn the men have 
been able to get done, stated, “The energy 
and enthusiasm of the men in their work 
could not be excelled. Their morale is a re- 
flection of the personality, leadership and co- 
operation of their commander, Captain For- 
tier. This is best exemplified by an incident 





Camps on 





duced into this country in 1890. 





of last Saturday afternoon. A forest fire was 
reported about 2:30 P. M. on No. 1 road 
project. Forester Hipple and Foreman Deich- 
man were in camp. They called for sixty 
volunteers and the entire company headed 
by Captain Fortier responded. Week-end 
passes were forgotten in their eagerness to 
fight the forest fire. Fortunately the prompt- 
ness and efficient work done at the fire 
confined it to an area of less than an acre.” 


UNNATURAL HISTORY, A TRUE FABLE 

It seems that there was once a young 
man from the city who decided to become a 
naturalist. He could not decide where he 
would pursue his calling, but at last one day 
he enlisted in the C. C. C. and what was 
his surprise some days after he had become 
settled in the woods to learn that many of 
his comrades were expert in the subject 
Which he wished to study. 

He was very anxious to learn what they 
might teach him, but he hesitated to ask 
questions, One day, however, he came into 
camp triumphantly, carefully concealing a 
small object in his handkerchief. Naturally 
some of his comrades became curious and 
one of them asked him what he had. 

“T have something very rare,” he replied 
displaying his treasure, “which I intend to 
preserve as a souvenir.” 

“Why the heck,” his astonished comrades 
politely exclaimed, “do you want to preserve 
a chestnut burr?’ 

“Chestnut burr?’ replied the young man, 
displaying great anger and chagrin, “why 
they told me it was a porcupine’s egg.” 





The starling was first successfully intro- 

















CAT RAISES RABBITS 


Game Protector Ward H. Donor, of Craw- 
ford County, reports a case of a cat raising 
4 young rabbits. The incident occurred at 
the home of J. D. Hadsell, R. D. 1, Spring- 
boro. The cat had 4 kittens in a shed on 
the back porch. One evening Mr. Hadsell 
saw the cat taking a young rabbit to the 
shed, supposedly to feed her kittens, so Mr. 
Hadsell thought. He promptly took the 
rabbit away from the cat and took it back 
to the nest. Later that evening he saw the 
eat taking the rabbit to the shed again. 
This time he did not take it away from her 
and the next morning found that she had 
4 young rabbits in the nest with 2 kittens. 
She raised them until they were big enough 
to care for themselves, when they left. 


WENT FOR REENFORCEMENTS 


The story is being told that on a certain 
farm the wild pheasants developed the habit 
of coming into the barn yard and feeding 
with the domestic poultry. One marning an 
old gander attacked the only pheasant pres- 
ent at the time and succeeded in thoroughly 
licking him. 

The pheasant cock beat a retreat across 
the fields with bloody head and bedraggled 
tail feathers—that is, the few tail feathers 
left after the battle. But, much to the sur- 
prise of the farmer, the next morning Mr. 
Defeated Pheasant of the preceding day 
came marching back to the barn yard fol- 
lowed by five other cock pheasants. On 
reaching the yard the leader marched 
around the gander flapping his wings, stamp- 
ing his feet, and in every way challenging 
the gander to try it again. Mr. Gander rashly 
accepted the challenge, whereupon the five 
reenforcements joined their leader and pro- 
ceded to give the gander the thrashing of 
his life. and apparently would have killed 
him if the owner had not rescued him. 


WRENS NEST IN FISH BASKET 

Game Protector Leslie H. Wood says that 
J. W. Fischler, of Wellsboro, has a good 
ease against the Game Commission or the 
Fish Commission or both. He hung his 
fish basket on the back porch and when he 
went to get it a few days later a wren flew 
out of it. He opened the cover and there 
Was the nest with five eggs. 

He says jokingly, of course, that since 
Wrens are protected birds, he dare not dis- 
turb the nest, therefore either the Game 
Commission will have to get him a new 
basket or the Fish Commission refund the 
money he spent for a license. 

In the meantime the wren is sitting on 
the five eggs in perfect safety, as Mr. Fisch- 
ler has nailed the basket fast so no one 
cain take it down and disturb the bird. 


RATTLESNAKE VARIES HIS DIET 

Roy Umbholtz recently killed a 48-inch 
rattlesnake, with 12 rattles and a_ button, 
in Spruce Creek Valley, out from Tyrone. 

When opened it proved to have swallowed 
a good-sized mink—the first record we have 
received of a rattlesnake feeding on mink. 
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TRUMPETER SWAN 


On July 21, 1931, a wild swan was brought 
to the Game Commission and later presented 
to the Hershey Zoo. Someone shot the swan 
and it had fallen close to one of the State 
Game Refuges. The Game Protector who 
found it carried the injured bird to his home 
and nursed it until it had recovered from 
the gun shot wound. 

Upon receiving the bird, zoo officials found 
that it could not fly and seemed to be having 
some trouble in walking. It was put in a 
yard where there was a small pond and 
the bird did quite well during that summer. 
In winter it was taken inside, as it did 
not seem to be doing so well in its outdoor 
enclosure. This pool, being quite small, 
often froze over during very cold weather. 

The bird survived its small winter quar- 
ters in the zoo basement. At the present 
time the zoo has no other facilities for 
keeping outdoors birds 'that ‘have to be 
brought inside during severe winter weather, 


therefore it could provide no other shelter ° 


or comforts. 


During that time an attempt was made 
to classify this bird. Officers of the Game 
Commission took quite an interest. When 
Ward Walker, Zoo Director, termed it a 
trumpeter swan (Olor buccinator) the Com- 
mission informed him that it was probably 
a whistling swan (Olor columbianus), as, 
according -to their knowledge, trumpeter 
swans did not frequent Pennsylvania. He 
was still determined to classify this as a 
trumpeter swan, due to the fact that the 
bill was entirely black and the black colora- 
tion extended all the way to the eye. There 
were other distinguishing characteristics, 
one of which was a trumpeting sound quite 
unlike that made by a whistling swan. 

The zoo wanted a well known authority 
to help them with the classification of this 
bird and corresponded with Dr. Lee S. 
Crandall, who informed them that an in- 
fallible check up could not be made until 
the bird was dead. At that time the bird 
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was to be examined to see whether or not 
the trachea made a complete turn before 
entering the pleural cavity. 

The bird died recently, due to the extreme 
heat, old age and reinfection of the gun shot 
wound which was treated, but with little 
success. However, a postmortem was per- 
formed and the trachea was found to make 
several loops of quite some length, first 
downward, then upward, then down again 
to the lungs, proving beyond a doubt that 
this was a trumpeter swan. 

Two other well known gentlemen of scien- 
tifie skill, Mr. Ellis S. Joseph and Mr. Ed- 
mund Heller, classified this bird as a trumpe- 
ter swan without any information or sugges- 
tions on the Zoo Director’s part. 

This has certainly been quite a problem 
to all interested. Dr. Crandall was almost 
positive it was not a trumpeter swan due 
to the fact that a trumpeter swan would 
not be apt to frequent Pennsylvania, and 
that it was improbable that a trumpeter 
would need to migrate over the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

Now we know this was a trumpeter swan 
and that trumpeter swans will live under 
great hardship in captivity as well as in 
their wild state. This specimen outlived 
by two years a severe gun shot wound and 
closely confined winter quarters. Mr. Walker 
believes that if received in a healthy con- 
dition trumpeter swans would do well in 
captivity. 

He also believes that since they are be- 
coming extinct, an attempt should be made 
to bring some of these birds under the care 
of well conducted zoos or private preserves, 
where they would receive the best of care 
and be allowed to breed. The passing of 
this swan is just another step towards the 
extinction of the species. 


Mr. N. Nace, McConnellsburg, Pa., advises 
that he has a complete set of hunter's licenses 
since the first one was issued in 1913. One 
is No. 100, one No. 13 and the other tags 
mostly No. 1. 





Left, adult Trumpeter; right, above, adult Whistler; below young Whistler, 
windpipe entering keel. 
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FINE ORVISTON MEN ON CHARGE 
KILLING DEER 
Trio Are Caught by Mounted Game 
Wardens Carrying Venison 

Three young men of Orviston found them- 
selves within the clutches of the law 
recently when they were suddenly sur- 
prised by three of the mounted game war- 
dens put into service May 1. 

The men were caught carrying the parts 
of a deer in their knapsacks near the old 
clay mines a few miles on top of the moun- 
tain northwest of Orviston, an isolated 
region. When searched and confronted with 
their offense against the law, they admitted 
they had killed a spike buck and took the 
officers to the spot where they had skinned 
out the deer. 

The officers placed under arrest Clyde 
Confer, Walter McCloskey and Lloyd Yeager. 
Taking the men into Orviston, they obtained 
an automobile and conveyed them to the 
office of Justice of the Peace J. L. Tressel, 
at Bellefonte, where they entered pleas of 
guilty and each was fined $100 and costs. 

They were given ten days in which to 
raise the money, furnishing bonds for that 
period. If the fines are not paid the men 
must serve one day in jail for each dollar 
of fine and costs. 


WILD CATS STRUCK BY AUTOMOBILES 

Two men, each a resident of Williamsport, 
had the unusual experience in July of strik- 
ing a wild cat with his car. Samuel Richards 
struck and killed a wild cat near Trout Run, 
Lycoming County, and sent the pelt in for 
bounty. William Key driving through the 
Black Forest also struck a large wild cat 
which darted in front of his car and was 
rendered unconscious by the impact of the 
ear. Mr. Key stopped his machine and 
started back toward the animal, but it re- 
gained consciousness and scampered away 
before he could finish it off. 

While the killing of rabbits and game of 
almost all sorts on the highway by speeding 
automobiles is painfully common, and re- 
sults in a serious lessening of our game 
supply, these are the first cases ever re- 
ported to us of a wild cat struck by an 
automobile. 


PURPLE GRACKLES DEVELOP NEW 
BAD HABIT 

Theodore Dingle, Superintendent, reports 
that Purple Grackles—popularly known as 
Crow Blackbirds—are among the most seri- 
ous enemies of fry and fingerling fish at the 
Huntsdale Hatchery of the Fish Commis- 
sion. They wade into the shallow water 
and seize passing fry or fingerlings as readily 
as a heron. Their depredations have become 
so serious at this hatchery that steel traps 
have been set for them in the shallow water 
around the shore of the rearing pond, and 
a number have been caught in these traps. 
When caught by the leg, instead of the 
terror usually shown by birds in a trap, 
they are aS angry and vicious as a hawk 
or eagle. 

This hitherto unreported destructive habit 
of the grackle illustrates again how much 
we have yet to learn about the most familiar 
species of birds. 


PENNSYLVANIA GAME NEWS 


EGRETS PROTECTED 

Officers of the Game Commission are doing 
everything possible to put a stop to the 
ruthless killing of American egrets along 
the eastern waterways. The culprits if 
eaught will be given the mevimum penalty 
for such malicious shooting. ‘Che American 
egret, once virtually exterminated because 
of the value of its plumes in the millinery 
trade, has increased somewhat during the 
past few years as a result of continuous pro- 
tection, 

Two of these beautiful snow-white birds, 
both with wings badly shattered by shot, 
were found along the Conodoguinet Creek 
near Harrisburg recently by Alvin Seiders, 
who quickly put them out of their misery. 


Not only will this local area be kept under 
strict surveillance, but all other waterways 
in the State where these birds are likely 
to occur. 








American Egret along Conodoguinet 
Creek near Harrisburg. 


THE WOODPECKER RIDICULING 
HIS DECISIONS TOO? 
In a game of baseball at Phoenixville a 


WAS 


few weeks ago the fans were loudly and 
savagely criticising the umpire’s decisions 
—as usual. Suddenly a woodpecker flew 
down and lit on the umpire’s head! 
WHITE ROBIN 
The Misses Woodward, Coatesville, Pa., 


stopping in a camp near Pine Grove Fur- 
have had the interesting experience 
of seeing a white robin come to their back 
door for several mornings. 


nace, 





WITNESS, FOR ALLEGED ILLEGAL 
DEER HUNTER, SAYS HE, INSTEAD 
OF DEFENDANT, GUILTY PARTY 

A sensation was created in Union County 
Court recently when a witness for a man 
accused of illegal deer shooting declared 
that he, and not the defendant, was the 
guilty party. 

The incident occurred while Judge C. C. 
Lesher was hearing the case of Elmer Bat- 
dorf, of Laurelton, on a two-year-old charge 
by the State game authorities. He had been 
arrested at the time of the shooting of the 
deer, and was given a hearing at the time. 
He agreed then on a compromise settlement, 
by which he was to pay a fine of $200. He 
failed to pay and was brought into court 
on a bench warrant. He entered a plea of 
not guilty. Testimony was received by the 
court, but no positive evidence was produced 
that he shot the deer. 

Irvin Catherman was then called to the 
stand. He created a stir when he swore 
that he had shot the deer, not Batdorf. 
Judge Lesher held Batdorf in his own recog- 
nizance in the sum of $500 for his appear- 
ance at court August 16, when he will render 
his decision. 


KILL THE STRAY CAT 

The following interesting letter was re- 
reived from Lynn Daugherty, Curwensville, 
Pa. 

“I do not overlook your constant hammer- 
ing at the stray cat and I believe we will 
eventually get rid of this pest, which is 
undoubtedly the greatest menace we have 
to combat in our efforts to protect the wild 
life of the State we love. 

“It seems our sportsmen are gradually 
waking up to the truth about this tireless 
killer and the importance of organized ef- 
fort in ridding our forests and fields of this 
sneaky creature. 

“Three years ago I received 
Game Commission a setting or ringneck 
pheasant. eggs, which I placed under a 
brooding hen. She hatched fourteen of the 
eighteen eggs but lost six after much care 
and attention until they were eight weeks 
old. I released them with the old hen in 
a splendid location, plenty of feed and cover. 
They did very nicely for about a week and 
then began to disappear. After careful ob- 
servation I discovered stray cats sneaking 
through the weeds. Inmmediately I pur- 
chased a 22 eal. pistol with six-inch barrel 
and declared war on stray cats and have 
killed sixty-five; also have killed twenty- 
one pine squirrels, sixty-three rats, one hun- 
dred and thirty sparrows and jays and fifty- 
one snakes, mostly water snakes. Last sea- 
son on a two day fishing trip in Potter 
County, I shot eight water snakes and one 
four-foot black rattler. The water snake is 
another bad actor and should have more 
attention. I killed one which had hold of 
a trout at the time, and the trout was more 
than six inches. It is surprising the num- 
ber of water snakes in our trout streams, 
and we can’t even guess at the number of 
trout they kill. Pennsylvania would never 
have been called ‘The Hunter’s Paradise’ 
if it were not for the Game Commission and 
the host of real sportsmen who take a deep 
interest in conservation.” 


from the 
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Blackbirds 


“Wild Turkeys 


Small Game Includes 


Ringneck Pheasants (Male) 


Ruffed Grouse 
Bob-white Quail 


Rabbits 
Hares 
Squirrels 


*Wild Turkeys closed in Wyoming, Perry, Pike, 
Wayne, Monroe, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Car- 
bon, Schuylkill, Berks, Northampton, Lehigh, 
Dauphin, Lebanon, Tioga, Bradford, Clearfield 
and Jefferson Counties. 
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